
Page 1 of 2 

 

 

60 Lowther Ave, Toronto, ON M5R 3P6 

http://www.quakerservice.ca 

 

Minute approved by Representative Meeting 

November 26, 2016 

 

We note with sadness that arms sales are an increasingly lucrative industry for Canada, which 

has become the second largest supplier of arms to the Middle East.
1
 Canadian arms have found 

their way to upholding many of the world's deadliest conflicts, including in South Sudan and 

Libya, where our arms were supposedly prohibited by sanctions.
2
 This cannot be accepted by 

people of conscience. 

 

Canada is arming countries which make a regular practice of violating basic human rights and 

human dignity. In Saudi Arabia human rights defenders are regularly arrested, prosecuted and 

imprisoned with unfair trials, torture is widespread, the death penalty is common, and 

discrimination against women and the Shi'a minority is enshrined in law. Saudi Arabia is leading 

a coalition which may be responsible for war crimes in Yemen.
3
  

 

Israel, whose on-going occupation of Palestinian land Canada acknowledges is illegal
4
, has 

increasingly in the past decade engaged in unlawful killing of Palestinian civilians including 

children, repressed nonviolent protests, regularly used torture, imprisoned conscientious 

objectors to military service, and imposed collective punishment, in particular on the people of 

Gaza by maintaining a military blockade that has made life there increasingly unbearable.
5
  

 

Canada has a particularly close military relationship with Israel. This includes both countries 

purchasing large amounts of military equipment from each other, and a formal agreement, the 

Canada-Israel Strategic Partnership, mandating ongoing military and defence material 

cooperation and joint training, as well as maintaining "Military Attaché Offices" in both 

countries.
6
 We are deeply troubled that the Canada Pension Plan Investment Board invests in 

companies directly involved in militarism, including benefitting from the illegal occupation of 

Palestinian land.
7
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War making is a business. As long as some can profit from producing and selling the weapons of 

war, they blindly seek to do so, regardless of the consequences. In an increasingly 

interconnected global community, the horrors resulting from war in countries like Syria, Iraq, 

and Yemen impact us all. The legacy left by tools developed here in Canada is destruction of 

communities, of the natural world of which we are a part, and production of increasing 

instability and hopelessness. Today's violence lies at the roots of violence in the future. This 

must end. We cannot stand by and do nothing, and we do not put our faith in Canadian 

weapons bringing peace. 

 

We call on Canada not to sell arms to countries which may use these arms in violation of 

international law or to repress civilian populations. We call on Canada to sign and ratify the 

United Nations Arms Trade Treaty without further delay, and to share information about its 

involvement in the international arms trade in a thorough, timely, and transparent manner. As 

Friends, we hope Canada's role can move from a backer of wars to a supporter of creative non-

military actions to transform conflicts and build peace. 

 

_____________________ 
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