
Excerpt from the 2009 Kairos Palestine Document, “A Moment of Truth” 

 
In this section, the ecumenical gathering of Palestinian Churches supports the call to engage in 

divestment and in an economic and commercial boycott of everything produced by the occupation… 

 

 

Resistance  
4.2 This word is clear. Love is the commandment of Christ our Lord to us and it includes both 

friends and enemies. This must be clear when we find ourselves in circumstances where we must 

resist evil of whatever kind.  

 
4.2.1 Love is seeing the face of God in every human being. Every person is my brother or my 

sister. However, seeing the face of God in everyone does not mean accepting evil or aggression on 

their part. Rather, this love seeks to correct the evil and stop the aggression.  

 
The aggression against the Palestinian people which is the Israeli occupation, is an evil that 

must be resisted. It is an evil and a sin that must be resisted and removed. Primary responsibility for 

this rests with the Palestinians themselves suffering occupation. Christian love invites us to resist it. 

However, love puts an end to evil by walking in the ways of justice. Responsibility lies also with the 

international community, because international law regulates relations between peoples today. Finally 

responsibility lies with the perpetrators of the injustice; they must liberate themselves from the evil 

that is in them and the injustice they have imposed on others.  

 
4.2.2 When we review the history of the nations, we see many wars and much resistance to 

war by war, to violence by violence. The Palestinian people has gone the way of the peoples, 

particularly in the first stages of its struggle with the Israeli occupation. However, it also engaged in 

peaceful struggle, especially during the first Intifada. We recognize that all peoples must find a new 

way in their relations with each other and the resolution of their conflicts. The ways of force must 

give way to the ways of justice. This applies above all to the peoples that are militarily strong, mighty 

enough to impose their injustice on the weaker. 

  

4.2.3 We say that our option as Christians in the face of the Israeli occupation is to resist. 

Resistance is a right and a duty for the Christian. But it is resistance with love as its logic. It is thus a 

creative resistance for it must find human ways that engage the humanity of the enemy. Seeing the 

image of God in the face of the enemy means taking up positions in the light of this vision of active 

resistance to stop the injustice and oblige the perpetrator to end his aggression and thus achieve the 

desired goal, which is getting back the land, freedom, dignity and independence.  

 
4.2.4 Christ our Lord has left us an example we must imitate. We must resist evil but he 

taught us that we cannot resist evil with evil. This is a difficult commandment, particularly when the 

enemy is determined to impose himself and deny our right to remain here in our land. It is a difficult 

commandment yet it alone can stand firm in the face of the clear declarations of the occupation 

authorities that refuse our existence and the many excuses these authorities use to continue imposing 

occupation upon us.  

 
4.2.5 Resistance to the evil of occupation is integrated, then, within this Christian love that 

refuses evil and corrects it. It resists evil in all its forms with methods that enter into the logic of love 

and draw on all energies to make peace. We can resist through civil disobedience. We do not resist 



with death but rather through respect of life. We respect and have a high esteem for all those who 

have given their life for our nation. And we affirm that every citizen must be ready to defend his or 

her life, freedom and land.  

4.2.6 Palestinian civil organizations, as well as international organizations, NGOs and certain 

religious institutions call on individuals, companies and states to engage in divestment and in an 

economic and commercial boycott of everything produced by the occupation. We understand this to 

integrate the logic of peaceful resistance. These advocacy campaigns must be carried out with 

courage, openly sincerely proclaiming that their object is not revenge but rather to put an end to the 

existing evil, liberating both the perpetrators and the victims of injustice. The aim is to free both 

peoples from extremist positions of the different Israeli governments, bringing both to justice and 

reconciliation. In this spirit and with this dedication we will eventually reach the longed-for resolution 

to our problems, as indeed happened in South Africa and with many other liberation movements in 

the world.  

 
4.3 Through our love, we will overcome injustices and establish foundations for a new 

society both for us and for our opponents. Our future and their future are one. Either the cycle of 

violence that destroys both of us or peace that will benefit both. We call on Israel to give up its 

injustice towards us, not to twist the truth of reality of the occupation by pretending that it is a battle 

against terrorism. The roots of "terrorism" are in the human injustice committed and in the evil of the 

occupation. These must be removed if there be a sincere intention to remove "terrorism". We call on 

the people of Israel to be our partners in peace and not in the cycle of interminable violence. Let us 

resist evil together, the evil of occupation and the infernal cycle of violence. 


