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Peacebuilding week at the United Nations

The United Nations held its first ever Peacebuilding Week from June 22 to 26, bringing
together diplomats, civil society, and governments from around the world to reflect on
peace work undertaken from local to global levels. We were privileged to attend on behalf
of MCC Canada and the Canadian Friends Service Committee (CFSC) respectively, but also
as co-chairs of the Canadian Peace Partners Network (CPPN). CPPN works to foster
conversations around policy and create space among civil society to exchange knowledge,
encourage collaboration, engage in advocacy, and enhance Canada’s efforts to prevent
[violent] conflict and promote peace. CPPN is navigating the government’s quickly

shifting priorities, which include renewed focus on military spending and investments,
and reduced support for diplomacy and peacekeeping.

Keep reading this article.
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Open letters to government

The second-generation cut-off is arule in Canada's out-dated "Indian Act" that
has meant many Indigenous people have lost status and connection to their
communities. A change that would fix this has already been the determined after
many years of consultation with Indigenous Peoples. UN bodies have made
recommendations to encourage this change. And the Bill that would make it
happen is simply sitting in the Senate. CFSC has written to the government to
encourage that this move forward without further delays.
https://QuakerService.ca/End2ndGenerationCutOff

We were invited to make a submission to Global Affairs Canada's foreign policy
review. We focused on nonviolent peacebuilding efforts, diplomacy, development
assistance and more.
https://QuakerService.ca/ForeignPolicyReviewSubmission

Two police associations, later echoed by the government of Ontario, have called
for Canada to toughen its parole laws. The Canadian parole system is already
profoundly punitive, creating an uphill battle for people who are working hard to
gain release and rebuild their lives post-incarceration. We joined a growing
number of voices expressing deep concerned that Parliament is quickly
advancing changes without making time for scrutiny, and in the absence of any
evidence that such supposedly “tough on crime” agendas work to improve safety.
There is ample evidence that these changes have just the opposite impact (see
our handout on parole below).

https://QuakerService.ca/ParoleLetterPDF
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HIRING

Canadian Friends Service Committee—the national
peace and social justice agency of Quakers in Canada—
seeks a part-time

Administrative Assistant

QuakerService.ca/Jobs

We're hiring

We're hiring a part-time Administrative Assistant. This is a new entry-level position
based in our Toronto office. The deadline to apply is November 10th. Find out more
at https://QuakerService.ca/Jobs
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PAROLE AND ITS ROLE

IN REHABILITATION AND
COMMUNITY SAFETY

Sentencing rarely repairs harm

Sometimes people behave in harméul ways. When people
are found guilty of criminally harmfial behaviour, a sentence
is imposed. In principle, the objective of sentencing
inCanadais to:

Deter further harm and separate the person found guilty
from society, where necessary;

Provide sepasations and proenote responsibilicy foe
harm doac;

Denounce unkwfl condact; and
+ Assistin rehabilitation of e person
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How does parole work?

The parcle process begins with escorted passes from prison to
attend, for example, n&pommu«n“mgwpx These
exocted absences the followed
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and support. Many do not ask for passes, or are tumed down,
and thesr fint expenence is day parole. Many day parole requests
are also tumed down.
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from prison staff
Indigenous EMders (if nceded), mmmw
officers, psychologists, halfway housex, community support
agencies, and the individual, Individuals work toward full parole,
where they are able to live in the comaunity with supervision,
support and monitoring,

punishment commits most of the justice system’s resousces to How does parole keep us safe?
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Parole comes in two forms. In day parole, the person abides

by a curfew and specific conditions, and resides in a federally
halfway house in the community. With full pasole,

whale these & no daily curfew; they must abide by specific

conditions, report regulrly, and kv in an approved residence of

choxe.
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assistance in retarning to community i, and access
10 programs that will help with re-entry into sockety

1n2014-201 5, the Pasole Board of Cansda reported that
99.1% of federal day parole and 97.3% of federal il parole
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Featured resource: Parole and its role in rehabilitation

and communily safely

What is parole? How does parole keep us safe? Our double-sided handout (PDF) has
all the answers!
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